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DONOVAN SATS
HE ALONE RAN

CAPTIVE DEAL

Denies Robert ’Ken‘nedy
Was In Charge Of
Cuba Operation;

Washington, Dec. 27 @ — Thei

Washington Ster quoted James-B|
‘Donovan today as saying he along

The Star peached Donovan to-|
ay by telephone in a cottapé:at!
lake Placid’ N.Y., where he is
esting after his long nedotmtxons
bith Castro.

Donovan described as absm.l
ome reports that Attorney Gen-
ral Kennedy, the President’s
rother, had “‘mastermipded™ the
eal.

“We did have the cooperation of
fhe authorities,” Dondvan said,
‘We could never hdve ‘succceded
vithout them.

“purely Responsible”

“But it was not the Government
r the Attorney General, who was{
esponsible for dealing with. the
lrug companies who supplied what
astro wanted in exchapnge for the
brisoners.

—ngt Robert F. Kennedy, Attor|
ney General — had charge of the
operation that brought 1,113 Bay.
of Pigs prisoners back to th
United States.

In fact, Donovan Imphed, h(
could have completed the job with
.out Kennedy’s participation if i,
were not for the Cuban miasﬂ
crisis last October. ,

Counsel For Committce

“T have enormous respect foy

the Attorney General,” Donovaj

and unqualifiedly so that the pol

trusted, to me.’
Donovan, a New York lawym

the exchange of the Cuban prison

food, and equipment. .
Government sources had rd

;General Kennedy had directed

team of Government officials wh
‘helped manage the massive open}
ation.’

‘formation officer, has said tha
the Justice Department served af
headquartels for the operatior]
' Government officials and privatf
awyers phoned the American Ref
‘Cross, drug companies, transpog
tation agencies, and labor uniong
and asked them to help Donovan’f
commitiee complete the -deal with
Cuban Prime Minister ¥iddl
Castro. :
Private Groups

In the last two weeks, Guthma
said, 200 representatives of pr
"vate groups came to Washingt
to talk with members of the tearh

¥

most cases discussed the mattqr

_}he heads of two large drugs com-
. [fhe original. plan, Donovan con-
_banies handle the entire deal.

‘fhe October crisis came up,”

told the Star, “‘but it.is absolutely{

icy and negotxatlons were  entl| ee set a goal of trying to get the

= i

is counsel for the Cuban Fam}:
ilies Commitlee that negotiatedi

ers for $53,000,000 worth of drug r

-ported previously that Attornefy

! Edwin Guthman, Kennedy's i)

=

“at the Justice Department and i

“1 was purely resp@slb]e for
his,”” Donovan said.
He said he first had contacted

banies—both old friends of his.
inued, was to have the two com-}

“They could have done it until
PDonovan said, referring to Presi-
 Hent Kennedy's blockade of ships

'bringing Soviel offensive weapons
Lo Cuba.

Asked For Help
Three weeks ago, the commit-

fien out by Chrisfinas. Donovan
'kaid there wasn't time for just two

ompanies to do the job. :
Donovan said he then came to!
[Washington and asked for help

Hrom the Pharmaceutical Manu-'
acturers Association, which rep-
esenls 200 drug companies. .
“They agreed fo cooperate but,
equired assurances, understand-:
bly, that the exchange would be,
egal as well as in the national;
interest,” Donovan told the Star. 1
“The Attorney Gereral did see
two representatives of the com-{
panies and did give them the as-|
surances they wanted.” . !

with Attorney General Kennedy.
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